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The trinity is a foundational doctrine in the Christian faith.


“In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.” The Westminster Confession of 
Faith 

“The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct 
personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.”  The Baptist Faith & 
Message (2000)


“For it is only when you grasp what it means for God to be a Trinity that you really sense the 
beauty, the overflowing kindness, the heart-grabbing loveliness of God…Far, far from 
theological clutter, God’s being Father, Son and Spirit is just what makes the Christian life 
beautiful.” Michael Reeves


1.  EVIDENCES OF THE TRINITY 

A. Creation 

Genesis 1:2 and 26


B. Old Testament Appearances of the Spirit and the Son 

The Spirit of God


Angel of the Lord


C. Baptism of Jesus 

Mark 1:12-13


D. New Testament References to the Three Persons of the Godhead 

1 John 4:13-14


2.  EXPLAINING THE TRINITY 

A. Metaphors  

B. Modalism and other Heresies  

“Modalism” = A doctrine that teaches that the three members of the Trinity are different 
modes of activity of God rather than three distinct persons.


C. Mystery 



“Calvin was writing on the subject of the Trinity, but he is warned against departing from 
God’s Word and indulge our curiosity in a labyrinth: ‘And so let them yield themselves to be 
ruled by the heavenly oracles, even though they may fail to capture the height of the 
mystery.’” Peter Barnes


3.  THE PERSONS OF THE TRINITY 

The Baptist Confession of Faith, 1689 remarks on the nature of the three members of the Trinity 
by saying, “…all infinite, without beginning, therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in 
nature and being, but distinguished by several peculiar, relative properties and personal 
relations; which doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and 
comfortable dependence on Him.”  The Baptist Confession of Fatih, 1689 

A. God the Father 

The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Father primarily with creation.


“God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow 
of the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace.” The Baptist Faith 
and Message (2000)


B. God the Son 

The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Son primarily with redemption.


“Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, 
taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself 
completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal 
obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the 
redemption of men from sin.” The Baptist Faith and Message (2000)


C. God the Spirit 

The Heidelberg Catechism associated the work of the Spirit primarily with sanctification.


“The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the 
Scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He 
convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and 
effects regeneration….He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, 
evangelism, and service.”  The Baptist Faith and Message (2000)


“I know not which of the Three I need the most, but this I know, I need them all and I love each 
of them.” Samuel Rutherford


4.  THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE TRINITY 

John 17:24


 “If God were just one person, then love of the other would not be central to his being.  There 
would have been nobody in eternity for him to love.  Thus the only God inherently inclined to 



show mercy is the Father who has eternally loved his Son by the Spirit.  Only with this God do 
such winning qualities as love and mercy rank highly.” Michael Reeves

	 

5.  THE IMAGE OF GOD AND THE TRINITY 

Genesis 1:26


John 17:21


Matthew 22:37-40

	 



